
Please can you start by describing your company AbBaltis. 
AbBaltis is a biotechnology company providing clinical plasma specimens, 
mainly to manufacturers of diagnostic blood tests. These products are used to 
help scientists develop better laboratory tests that might be done on a blood 
sample you give when you visit your doctor. The researchers we work with 
use our plasma specimens to develop new tests for autoimmune diseases, 
infectious diseases and allergies, as well as for quality control. 

When was AbBaltis founded?
I started the company in 2010 because I had a young family and wanted more 
flexible working hours. I’m very happy to say that it has been profitable from 
year one, with no private investment or bank loans, and has now grown to a 
turnover of £800,000 this year. We have also won quite a few business awards 
locally in the Kent area, and are especially proud of our Queen’s Award for 
Enterprise for International Trade.

So does that mean most of your customers are overseas?
Yes, we’re very good at global diversification of our portfolio and have many 
international clients. We ship to the US, Taiwan, China, Japan, South Korea, and 
of course, the EU – we’ve even shipped to Argentina! 
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Giedre Brandao, Managing Director of AbBaltis, 
explains how the company’s clinical plasma 
specimens are helping the development of better 
laboratory tests, and how the business has gone 
from strength to strength at Kent Science Park.



What happens to the plasma samples when you  
receive them?
We perform processing – such as defibrination, delipidation, charcoal 
stripping – and testing for various antibodies, gathering a lot of data for 
each sample, and I would say that this is the major value-added service we 
provide for our customers. A significant part of what we do is dealing with 
customer requests; we find the right samples, compile the corresponding 
data and, because it’s clinical material, make sure that everything complies 
with international trade regulations so that the packages are shipped 
smoothly through customs. Uniquely in this sector, we proactively monitor 
our products once they have been dispatched to prevent anything going 
astray or getting delayed.

Why did you choose to set up AbBaltis at the Kent  
Science Park?
I wanted to rent a place that didn’t need a huge investment and where I 
could move straight in and set up a lab. Kent Science Park had ‘plug in and 
play’ space that was virtually ready to go, so it was a low barrier to entry 
and made it quite easy for me to start the company. I was new to running a 
business to begin with, so this approach meant I had more time to research 
important things, such as international trade, and health and safety. Since 
then, we’ve grown significantly so we’re currently in the process of recruiting 
additional staff members and moving into bigger premises here on the 
science park.

You’re moving within the park so must be happy with  
your original decision to start the company here?
Yes. Initially, our biggest challenge was finding local people with the right 
experience and skills. However, we have now developed strong networks 
with local universities and colleges in Kent, and frequently recruit newly 
qualified scientists into trainee roles, which has made a big difference. 
The new ownership has also made significant improvements to the site; it 
is important to build bridges with the tenants, understand what they want 
from Kent Science Park, and appreciate the differences between the needs 
of small and large businesses. There’s an informal network of life science and 
other businesses here, so we can interact with everyone on site. Overall, it’s 
a nice environment to work in. 
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To learn more about AbBaltis, visit www.abbaltis.com 
To find out more about the facilities and opportunities at Kent Science Park, visit  
www.kentsciencepark.com


